THE PSYCHO-ANALYTIC STUDY OF THE FAMILY
Snow White, Mother Holle), of the wicked step-mother who
kills, beats, neglects, falsely accuses, drives out or otherwise
ill-treats her step-daughter1. Here the feelings of the girl, like
those of the boy under similar circumstances, are given free
vent towards the step-mother, where they were formerly
inhibited by emotions of an opposite character (or at least
repressed by considerations of general or traditional morality)
in the case of the girl's true mother; the step-mother thus
serving as an object capable at once of arousing, and of
becoming the recipient of, hostile and jealous feelings, which
had hitherto successfully been held in check.
The attitude of These feelings of hostility on the part of children to their
step-parents   step-parents are of course  bound to call  up  some deerree of
towards   their        .        , ,    ,.            ,               f,                          .    **    .
step-children   reciprocal feeling on the part of  the step-parents  themselves.
The feelings thus aroused, however, are often reinforced by
more direct causes of hostility, such as are liable to affect in
any case the attitude of parent towards child (Q>. Ch. XVI).
Here, however, the absence of the real bond of parenthood,
with its accompanying incentives to tender feeling, may easily
cause the hostile tendencies to meet with less resistance than
usual so that genuinely cruel or neglectful behaviour is more
likely to occur.
The displace- Although it is the displacement of hate which manifests
ment of love itself most openly and strongly in the relations of step-children
step-parents to step-parents, the displacement of love from the original dead
parent to the new parent may also play an important (though
nearly always more or less unconscious) part in these
relations2. The taboo on incest works less powerfully in regard
to the feelings towards the new parent than it did in regard
to those towards the old. The new parent is, as a rule, no
relative by blood, nor is the surviving real parent felt to have
the same exclusive rights over his or her new partner as over
the old; therefore the step-parent, when of the opposite sex
to that of the child, is often made the object of a displacement
of those feelings of tenderness and love which were formerly
directed to the real parent of this sex; this state of affairs
leading of course in the majority of cases to a corresponding
re-awakening of jealousy or bitterness towards the surviving
1  Cp. Riklin, "Wishfulfillment and Symbolism in Fairy Tales".
2  Cp. Otto Rank, "Das Inzestmotiv in Dichtung und Sage," 44 ff.